WATERKEEPERPALLIANCE

September 5, 2006

‘Mr. Anthony F. Earley, Jr.
Chairman and CEQ

DTE Energy

2000 2nd Avenue
Detroit, MI 48226

Dear Mr. Earley,

We are writing on behalf of Waterkeeper Alliance, an international coalition of over 160
grassroots environmental organizations - Waterkeeper, Riverkeeper, Lakekeeper,
Baykeeper and other member programs - who are concerned with protecting water
quality in their local communities. We maintain a significant presence in the Great Lakes
region, with eleven Waterkeeper Alliance member programs, including the Lake Ontario
Waterkeeper and the St. Clair Channelkeeper, actively patrolling their waterways and
advocating for clean and safe sources of water for drinking, recreation and other uses.

We are writing to you today to express our grave concern with mercury emissions from
Detroit Edison’s power plants, particularly those located along the western shore of the
St. Clair River. We know that the St. Clair and Belle River Power Stations are
contributing significantly to adverse mercury levels in local waterways, on both the
United States and Canadian sides of the border, including those used by the native
community on Walpole Island for fishing. Michigan has declared a statewide mercury
fish advisory for all its waters, including the St. Clair River and Lake St. Clair, and the
province of Ontario lists several species of fish in the St. Clair watershed as inedible
because of elevated levels of mercury,

We also know that Detroit Edison has the capability to immediately and dramatically
reduce the levels of mercury being emitted by its coal-fired power plants. In 2000 sorbent
injection technology was put in place on St. Clair Stack # 1 for a 30-day test period and
mercury reductions of 94% were achieved. This result was obtained merely by hooking
up a mobile trailer to the stack, with no permanent changes to plant infrastructure. There
1s no reason why this technology should not be immediately implemented on all of
‘Detroit Edison’s coal-fired utility units.

As the CEO of an industry that is creating both domestic and transboundary poilution,

you have an obligation to act responsibly and implement pollution control technologies

/ that will reduce harm to surrounding communities and ecosystems on both sides of the
United States/Canadian border. We hereby request a meeting with you to discuss the
issue of mercury emissions from your coal-fired utility units and DTE’s plans to
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implement readily available and effective controls to reduce its emissions of this
dangerous neurotoxin.

Sincerely,

ozt

Scott Edwards
Legal Director



